
Superintendent’s Update
Wednesday, October 19, 2022

Today was the 39th day of school for the 2022-23 school year.  There are only 141
days left this year.

Unfortunately due to a wave of illnesses in our Central Office over the course of the
past week, I will be unable to provide the Committee with tonight’s scheduled equity
report regarding student attendance and special education identification.  A number of
key contributors to this work have been out sick for an extended stretch and I asked
the Chair for permission to postpone it to a later date.  I expect we will be able to
provide this information at a November meeting.

School Committee members are aware of the DELTA Program (Dedham Early
Learning and Teaching Academy) at DHS.  This preschool program is designed to
provide quality early childhood experiences for the children of DPS faculty and staff
while also providing Dedham High School students with the opportunity to learn about
child development and possible future careers working with children.  I recently learned
from ECEC Principal Kim Taylor and DELTA Program Teacher Samantha Gentile that
DHS students who have completed internships in the DELTA Program will be
expanding their child studies experiences at the ECEC on Thursday afternoons.  These
are DHS juniors and seniors who have already completed their internships in DELTA at
the high school and are looking forward to expanding their experiences to include time
in kindergarten classes.   They will start this coming Thursday with an orientation at
12:45pm, and then will be joining ECEC teachers and classes from 12:45-1:55pm each
week.



Last week DPS Assistant Superintendent for Student Services Dr. Sara Stetson was
quoted in a Boston Globe article about early literacy screeners in Massachusetts.
She and PreK-8 Curriculum Coordinator Dr. Heather Smith were both interviewed
about the work we are doing here in Dedham. Some good press for us!

DPS Director of Counseling Service Dr. Ashley Dube recently informed me that
McLean Hospital will be leading a Dedham "virtual coffee hour" for PreK-5
parents/caregivers on Friday, December 2nd from 9:00-10:00am focusing on
distress tolerance skills. This virtual event will be held via zoom, and a web link for the
zoom meeting will be sent in advance of the meeting.  Interested parents should mark
their calendars now.  This is intended for parents and caregivers within the Dedham
community only.  Details on this event are below:

2022-2023 McLean Hospital Partnership
Time: 9:00-10:00am
What: Live webinar for PreK-5 Dedham parents/caregivers with a Q+A session
Who: Dr. Nora Girardi
Topic: Distress Tolerance -- Skills for helping children learn to tolerate distress and big feelings without
making the situation worse, including a skills coaching protocol for parents to use at home. Zoom link to
follow!

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2022/10/09/metro/early-literacy-screening-starting-point-educators/


DMS Principal Karen Hillman recently received a call out of the blue from the manager
of the Dedham Star Market.  He indicated that the store wanted to make a $1000
donation to DMS to support middle school sports and physical fitness.  They held an
event at the store on Friday, October 7 to promote this contribution, and Principal
Hillman brought along Dedham School Resource Officer Megan Jenkins and a handful
of DMS students to accept an oversized check from an oversized Tony The Tiger.  We
are very grateful for this gesture, and a formal request for the School Committee to
accept this donation is included in your electronic folder. A picture of the group at the
event can be seen below:

I wanted to alert the Committee to another in the sequence of speakers scheduled to
visit Dedham High School.  The invitation sent to students is below:

We are reaching out to make sure that all interested students have an opportunity to connect
with Dr. Matthew Henry, a guest speaker coming to DHS on Wednesday, October 26th. This is a
great opportunity for students to speak with a published author and educator that has different
life experiences than most of our current DHS faculty. We encourage any students interested in
having conversations about identity and/or creative writing to attend. These will take place
between 11:00-2:00 on Wednesday, October 26th. Please see this slide for more information
about Dr. Henry. If you are interested in connecting with Dr. Henry for a discussion, a writing
workshop, or both, please fill out this google form. Only interested students should fill out
the form.

Please let us know if you have any questions -
Mr. Burd and Ms. Guifarro

You can learn more about Mr. Henry HERE

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16QcNeQfy8pMip2Ltnvl-_kXdzdax4nrPAdU5wdC3u9c/edit#slide=id.g16c499a91bd_1_0
https://westonowl.com/2022/07/27/whs-teacher-matthew-e-henry-launches-third-book-reading-august-4/


Yesterday I participated in a Superintendents zoom meeting with DESE Commissioner
Jeff Riley.  He reviewed a number of current topics including:

● The recent Board of Education vote to raise the threshold for students to achieve
a “competency determination” (passing score required to graduate) on the Grade
10 MCAS ELA and Math Exams.  This increased expectation takes effect with
this year’s 9th graders (Class of 2026)

● The Commissioner urged all faculty, staff, and students to receive their next
COVID-19 booster as soon as possible in anticipation of another possible wave
of COVID-19 cases as we approach the winter season.  In addition, DESE will be
providing another round of COVID-19 rapid tests for distribution in schools prior
to Thanksgiving.  These will be provided free of charge to school districts.

● DESE continues to see a large number of staffing vacancies in schools across
the state and he expects to propose legislation later this year to extend
opportunities for emergency licensure beyond the current expiration of June
2023.

● DESE and the MSBA are working together to propose some additional funding
support to the MSBA to respond to rapidly escalating school construction costs
for current projects.  Many projects are seeing tremendous spikes in costs due to
supply change and materials increases, and these are pushing many projects
well beyond their initial cost estimates.

COVID-19 Update
Information gathered over the summer as COVID-19 data for Dedham shows a slow
but continued steady increase in cases registered in the town over the past 2 weeks.
This trend continues a pattern of up-and-down case numbers going back to at least
mid-July.

The CDC continues to list Norfolk County in the “Moderate” community level
category by their designation criteria. The MWRA COVID-19 concentrations in
wastewater over the past two weeks have reverted back to a bit of an up-and-down
pattern, in a break from the steep rise of late September. Please take a look at the
MWRA graph below to be aware of the most current trends in the Dedham and
surrounding areas.  This information is updated every Thursday with the previous
week’s data.  More comprehensive information may be obtained from the MWRA
COVID-19 wastewater surveillance website.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1F0vWAo41qOq7yWc1jjlxE5yGZBdOr1tAKNjdxvgUPC8/edit#gid=0
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html
https://www.mass.gov/doc/covid-19-wastewater-report-october-13-2022/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/covid-19-wastewater-report-october-13-2022/download





